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Demonstrating Fast Mapping Technique in a Border Collie
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample reading reflection
Quote:
Children can speculate the meaning of a new word after only being exposed to the word just once, through a process coined as ‘fast mapping.’ I infer to this conjecture to prove that a border collie can fast map and retain the information over time. 
Discussion:
The quote as stated above introduces the reader to the concept of fast mapping. Kaminski and team in this article try to prove the capability of fast mapping and the retention capabilities in a border collie. Kaminski illustrate the fast mapping technique in toddlers, and then introduce the test subject with a proper definition of his capabilities. Kaminski and team begin by exposing the pet to similar known items. They then introduce new items and then instruct the pet owner to repeat the name twice or thrice. The pet was motivated with rewards and given a break after every activity. Kaminski and team illustrate the ability of the pet to cognitively acquire the correct item even with novelty words being used. Kaminsky and team came back after four weeks and the pet was asked to gather the novelty items that were employed during identification stages. The Border Collie demonstrated that general learning and memory mechanisms moderate fast mapping but not language acquisition.
Critical Questions:
What is fast mapping and how can you test it? What is the relationship between language acquisitions, and memory? What test mechanism is employed in the study?
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